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for General Practice clinical systems











    
January 2008
To:

Chief Executives of SHAs 

Chief Executives of PCTs 

Dear Chief Executive,
GP Systems of Choice
We are writing to you to let you know about an initiative that we have launched to support GP Systems of Choice (GPSoC).

You will be aware that in some parts of England PCTs and SHAs are improperly putting intense pressure on practices to move to the preferred SHA or PCT clinical system and trying to impose a local monopoly of provision. 

We are writing to every practice that uses our systems to ensure that they have the information they need to make a properly informed choice and in particular to remind them that both the new GMS contract and GPSoC protect their right to keep their current system, if they so choose.
If practices want to change, we believe that they should be offered a choice of systems from the eight suppliers accredited under the GPSoC agreement and one from the Local Service Provider, if available. They should not be subjected to pressure sales techniques, nor should PCTs and SHAs be giving presentations that only demonstrate their preferred option.
We are telling practices that if they feel unfairly pressurised by their PCT to change system or are being discriminated against in any way because they have not chosen the preferred system, they should contact the BMA and their national user group.
In support of GPs’ right to choose their clinical system we have launched a GP Choice website at www.gpchoice.org.
Yours faithfully,
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	Dr Charlie Stuart-Buttle
EMIS National User Group

info@emisnug.org
	Dr Tom Davies
National Vision User Group

administrator@nvug.org
	Mr Richard Gunn
iSoft User Group

chairman@isug.co.uk
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	Dr Gerard Bulger
Microtest User Group

gerry@microtest-users.org
	Dr Tim Cotton
Healthy User Group

info@healthysoftware.co.uk
	


